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…NOT NOW… 
How many times did your Mother tell you: ―…not now…‖? Sometimes 

it was just to divert your attention from something she didn‘t want to deal with at 

the time. Sometimes there were other things going on that needed her full 

attention. And, at times, there were things that required your full attention. 

Whatever the reason, you and I received our share of ‗not now‘s.  

BUT…NOW IS THE TIME. 

Now is the time to attend and plan to attend the Conventions; the District 

in Plymouth, the State in Merrillville, and the International in Minneapolis. The 

Conventions are one of the places we go to get our LIONS BATTERY recharged. 

The Conventions are one of the places we go to meet other LIONS and find out 

answers to some issues facing our Club. The Conventions are where we go to 

vote, making decisions about the future direction of our Association. 

Now is the time we plan the next season‘s activities. Let‘s face it, the 

majority of our fund raisers are during the coming months. There is something 

about selling snow cones in February that doesn‘t work! Of course, selling 

Christmas Trees in June doesn‘t work either. Our Clubs are putting together 

plans for the spring, summer, and fall projects. You, the President, are assigning 

responsibilities and asking for volunteers. Your ducks are lining up, ready to 

complete the projects. Should we call that; ―quacker row‖?  

Now is the time to nominate your Clubs Officers for the next Lions year. 

In most Clubs, the 3
rd

 Vice moves to 2
nd

, the 2
nd

 moves to 1
st
, and the 1

st
 becomes 

President…orderly. Secretaries and Treasurers generally repeat along with the 

Tail Twisters…orderly. We tend to repeat success. But what if you tapped that 

new Lion on the shoulder and asked them to step up. We know that to keep that 

new Lion interested and involved: ―Give them a job!‖ Not just any job, but one 

where they will get help from an experienced Lion. Build the camaraderie and 

nothing works better than two or more Lions working together for a common 

cause.  

Now is the time to get a new member (you didn‘t think I was going to let 

this opportunity go, did you?).  

Now is the time to build our Association‘s and your Club‘s future. 

DG Sam 

The District Convention Registration form is on pg.7 & there is still time.
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VDG Bill Wallace Notes 

Thanks to all of the clubs I have visited over the past few weeks.  Jane and I usually try to visit clubs 

together and without exception we come away charged up for Lionism.  It is exciting to visit each club in the District 

and see what they are doing.   

Jane and I visited the Elkhart Community Club on the 3rd of February and agreed to nominate Lion 

Tailtwister Darlene Riggs for tailtwister of the year!! And, that is hard because Jane is our club tailtwister.  

Congratulations to Darlene. Darlene epitomizes what tailtwister should do -- they create fun and add excitement to 

the club. One sorrowful comment:  Lion Luella Karay is ill and could use some cheering up so drop her a get well 

card; please don't call. 

I never cease to be impressed with what our clubs are doing for their community.  Even the smallest clubs 

work with their community and assist wherever needed.  The Roann Covered Bridge club is assisting with 

community events such as a Valentine party; the Claypool Club got a grant and built a community playground. The 

Atwood Club held a joint meeting with the Etna Green Club in the Etna Green clubhouse because theirs is being 

remodeled an excellent example of clubs cooperating.   

Atwood just added 5 new members to their club; congratulations!   

The Culver Club (one of the largest in our district) had a membership breakfast last Saturday and now has 6 

new member applications -- I have problems counting some times so I hope that is correct.  The Lakeville Club has 

added a total of 9 new members this year -- they gained 6 with a membership breakfast in November. Everyone keep 

up the good work. 

I attended a business meeting at the Clay Township club.  They work at a booth for the University of Notre 

Dame as a fundraiser and while they have to work hard, the benefits are great.  If your club has an "in" at Notre 

Dame, a booth there would be an excellent fundraiser.   

Operation KidSight has the new camera available for use throughout the state.  Several clubs have already 

taken advantage of the camera with excellent results.  As a resident of Marshall County, we were awarded a grant 

from the county foundation toward purchase of the new camera and with all of the clubs in the county contributing, a 

new camera has been ordered.  Thanks very much to those clubs: Bremen, Argos, LaPaz, Culver, Bourbon, Etna 

Green and Plymouth. (Bourbon and Etna Green share a school so they each contributed.) 

At the risk of putting everyone asleep, I am still looking for "Best Practices" from each club.  

Congratulations to Claypool for their park and club house.  They are an example for what dedicated Lions in small 

communities can accomplish.                     VDG Bill 

 

 
STEP UP! 

 In Leadership    (plan now to serve in a top club office) 

 In Membership (bring in at least one member this year) 

 In Fellowship      (shake a hand, make a friend, go on a visit) 

 In Stewardship (you’re an owner; help run the club wisely) 
 

Faithful Readers; you have read this over and over in our Newsletters during the year. This challenge, if you will, 

appeared in the Dunlap Lions Newsletter: “BULL” and is Dunlap President Mike Dines theme for the year.  I have 

used this ever since I saw it. I thought it was and is GREAT! The BULL Editor (Lion Jeff Gillaspy) pointed out that I 

did not credit the source. Lion President Mike is the source and I thank you for allowing me to borrow it.  

 

 
The LaFontaine Lions Club wants you to know: 

   

April 11 – Easter Pancake & Sausage Breakfast – LaFontaine Community Building 7 – 11 AM  

May 8 – Dan’s Fish & Chicken Fry – LaFontaine Community Building 4-7PM  

June 19 – 20-LaFontaine “Ashland Days” – LaFontaine Lions – Kettle Corn 

 



 

Cabinet Secretary Treasurer PDG Ann Haffner wants you to know: 
 

Nominations and Elections:  March is when your club‘s Nominating Committee is meeting to propose a slate of 

officers for the 2009-2010 Lions year.  Hold your elections by April 15; complete the PU 101 Officer Reporting 

Form; send it to Lions Clubs International and DG Sam by May 1 so that 2009-2010 directories are correct and 

complete.  All information reported for your PRESIDENT, SECRETARY, TREASURER, and MEMBERSHIP 

CHAIR should be clearly printed or typed and be correct. The easiest way to do this is to file the report online on the 

LCI website.  Once you have done that, view it and save it to your computer and e-mail it as an attachment to DG 

Sam and to VDG Bill. Even if you do not use e-mail, it is very important that e-mail addresses for your officers are 

included and correct.  Most communication is by e-mail and your officers will not receive that communication if 

their e-mail addresses are unknown or incorrect.  If you are filing your PU 101 online you will need officers‘ birth 

dates in order to update their information for a correct and complete report.  It is very important that each officer‘s 

information is updated before you file the report online.   

Convention Voting:  At our district convention on March 7 each club in good standing with Lions Clubs 

International and District 25-G shall be entitled to 1 delegate and 1 alternate for each 10 members, or major fraction 

thereof, who have been members of your club since February 1, 2008.  In addition, each PDG who is a member in 

good standing of a club in 25-G has one vote independent of his/her club‘s delegate quota.  If you have a question 

about the number of delegates your club has, please contact me.  If you will have more present at the convention than 

the number of delegates you are entitled to, please send me the names of those who will serve as delegates and 

alternates.  Otherwise, I WILL CERTIFY THE FIRST ONES TO ARRIVE.   

Club Secretaries:  Remember the deadlines for the submission of Monthly Membership Reports.  For example, 

mailed March MMR‘s must be received at LCI by March 20
th
.  Online March MMR‘s must be filed by March 31

st
.    

E-Mail Addresses:  Many of you have changed your e-mail addresses since the beginning of this Lions year.  

Whenever I send out cabinet meeting minutes or an important notice several of you do not receive it because it will 

not go through.  If you have a new e-mail address or I do not have your e-mail address, please send it to me at 

ahaffner@kconline.com  

Contact me by e-mail or at (574) 457-3054 with any questions or concerns you or your club officers have and I‘ll do 

my best to help in any way I can. 

Please get your convention reservations & checks to me by the March 2
nd

  deadline.  All reservations must be paid in 

advance by that date. I look forward to seeing each of you on March 7
th
 in Plymouth.       

SHARE THIS WITH YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS                                CST-PDG Ann 

 
20th   20th  20th  20th  20th  20th  20th   20th  20th  20th20th   20th  20th  20th 20th20th   20th  20th  20th  20th  20th  20th 

For your Club to get an article or an advertisement into next months LIONS LINES; it MUST be received on or 

before the 20th of the preceding month. Send your articles to DG Sam Fryback at msf1964@gmail.com Please 

make your stuff as clear & as simple as possible and I will TRY to copy it over to the NEWSLETTER exactly as 

you want it. This is not my newsletter, it is OUR NEWSLETTER. 
20th   20th  20th  20th  20th  20th  20th   20th  20th  20th20th   20th  20th  20th 20th20th   20th  20th  20th  20th  20th  20th 

 

Did I miss your Call???? 

 Great publicity is what we want for our Club – Right? One phone call and a few minutes of planning is all it 

takes. So why didn‘t you call me to get Liberty Day books. They are even FREE and there is no waste. It wasn‘t a 

limited time offer---- you can still get the books. 

 Working with middle school (8
th
 grade) and high school (11

th
 grade) staff and students is a great way for 

your club to reach out in your community. You could even get new members for your club. 

 So find someone in your club that is willing to take on this project. Have them call me and we‘ll work out all 

the details.  
 

Thanks—Waiting for your call!   PDG Pat Birk    -   574-842-3690 - iambirk@att.net 
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A Membership Plan that Works!! 

 February 14th I watched the plan the Culver Lions Club has used for the past 3 years work again. 

The membership committee of three (3) Lions asked our Lions to hand in to the committee names of 

persons they would like to see become Lions. A total of 39 persons were recommended and letters were 

sent out by the committee asking these persons to attend an informational meeting and breakfast. Five 

(5) of these persons said they would not be able to attend but they would like to join the Lions Club. We 

had 19 attend the informational breakfast and eight (8) signed up on the spot. That makes a total of 13 

new members in less than 8 total hours work. 

 We promised everyone we would start at 9:00am and be finished by 10:15 am., we kept our word. 

None of our Lions members felt like they asked someone to join and were rejected. Yes, this plan works, 

we will finish plus 10 or more this year again just like the previous two (2) years. Our membership has 

grown from about 60 to the high nineties in (3) years. This is in a community of 1400 if everybody is 

home at the same time. 

 Why not give this plan a try? If you do not try you know the results. Our District membership 

leaders are willing to meet with you and present this program to your club. If you want to hear more 

attend the District Convention, we will be there. 
 

PDG Art Birk - CALL: 574-842-3690 - Membership Chair

 
LETS GO RACING! 

The Indiana Racing Lions are putting together their parade schedule. If you want your event to be considered, contact 

PDG Rev. Will. The schedule so far: 

May 9 - PIERCETON – Practice at 10 am plus lunch & a meeting. More information later. 

May 25 - MILFORD – Parade at 10 am  

June ? - DYER - pending 

June 20 - LAFOUNTAINE - Parade at 10 am  

June 27 - LAKEVILLE – Parade at 9 am  

July 4 - AKRON – Will advise parade time 

July 25 - NEW CARLISLE - pending 

Sept.  ? - PLYMOUTH - Parade at 9:30 pending 

 

If you do more of what you’ve always done, you will get more of what you’ve always got. 
 

AND THAT AIN’T GOOD ENOUGH! 
My objective is to leave this District stronger than I found it. That‘s not a new thought, every DG wants that. 

I believe PDG Dave left the District stronger than he found it; that PDG Pat left the District stronger than she found 

it; that PDG Nelson left the District stronger than he found it; that PDG Buddy left the District stronger than he 

found it; and you have the idea. Looking to the future, DG Bill Wallace will leave a District stronger than the one he 

started with. That‘s progress. That‘s doing the right thing for our District. That‘s…”doin’ good”.   

I will be doing things somewhat differently the next few months. Maybe I‘ve been doing what the District 

has always done. Let me relate my recent experiences; when I suggested change; the message always came back: 

“You’ll upset somebody” 
First; shame on me for not having the courage to try something new! Second; hang on! I firmly believe: 

To be stronger, to survive; we need CHANGE. Not change for change‘s sake, but change in a positive direction and 

it may be re-instituting some old stuff as well as trying new stuff. Please understand that we may change some stuff 

and why.  INDIANA DISTRICT G IS: MOVIN’ ON UP …as the TV theme song goes. S-O-O-O-O…HANG ON! 

WE‘RE MOVIN‘ 

 



 

I received the following message from Leader Dog in Rochester, MI and it needs to be shared with your Clubs. It is 

an example of good stewardship of Lions fund raising projects: 

Dear Fellow Lion, 

Quite literally, Leader Dogs for the Blind would not exist today if not for the Lions. I want to keep you, 

our strongest supporters, informed of significant developments at Leader Dog. If you have kept up with current 

events, you know that we are in the midst of a global economic crisis. Consequently, our funding sources have 

been negatively impacted. 

Over the past several weeks, Leader Dog senior management and the Executive Committee of the 

Board of Trustees made some very difficult decisions regarding the organization. These decisions were made 

after a lengthy process and were not reached lightly. Since September, we have reduced expenses, formulated a 

phased approach to address the dramatic drop in revenue, and implemented efficiency improvement strategies. 

Unfortunately, these measures were not enough. Therefore, in order to maintain our services for students, we 

implemented a 9% work force reduction.  

These decisions were made to ensure that the services we provide to our students remain intact and are not 

affected. Leader Dogs for the Blind remains 100% committed to our core mission of enhancing the lives of 

people that are blind and visually impaired. Our students are, and have always been, our top priority. 

Because we are in the midst of conference season, please note that your contact for scheduling speakers 

is now Kathleen Breen, (248) 650-7110 ext. 2052. You may have met her during summer visits last year. 

This is an important message that needs to be spread among all Lions. Because we have limited e-mail 

addresses, we ask that you share this message with your fellow club members. If you have questions about 

Leader Dog’s economic situation, please contact me or Eric Berger, director of Lions relations at 248-651-

9011. 

Though we will continue to monitor the economic situation, we believe that Leader Dog is currently 

positioned to move forward through this difficult time. We are sincerely grateful for the work you do as Lions in 

supporting Leader Dogs for the Blind with such passion. We appreciate each one of you, and we need your 

support more than ever. 

Yours in Lionism, 

Lion Gregory Grabowski, 

President and CEO 

Leader Dogs for the Blind 
 

The Milford Lions Club wants you to know: 
March 21 – Sausage and Pancake Breakfast & Whole Hog Sausage Sale 6 – 10 AM at the Milford Community 

Building.  Sausage prices:  {1 lb = $ 2.25}   {3 lbs = $ 6.50}   {6 lbs = $12.00} and Brats; {3 lbs = $ 6.50} 

 
PDG Vern Tincher has announced his candidacy for the 2009 International Convention Committee. This position will be 

filled at the Indiana State Convention in Merrillville in April. PDG Vern is a 26 year member of the Riley Twp. Lions 

Club in 25-E1.He has served as club Treasurer and President, Region, and Zone Chair. He was a VDG in 96-97 and a 

District Governor in 97-98.  He has received a Presidential certificate and a Presidential Medal.  He is a Melvin Jones 

Fellow.  He has also received 100% membership for 26 years and eight Extension Awards. He currently serves as the State 

Parliamentarian chair and as a member of Budget & Finance.   He has attended six International Conventions, numerous 

Mid – Winter Conferences and several Canada/USA Forums.  PDG Vern is a retired Indiana State Police Trooper is 

married to Past Council Chair/PDG Linda Tincher.  Currently he serves in the Indiana General Assembly as a State 

Representative. 

 

‘Move to Grow — Lions Leading Through Service’ 
 

 Plan now to join Lions from all over the United States and Canada at the 33
rd

 annual USA/Canada Lions 

Leadership Forum in Memphis, Tenn., Sept. 24-26. 

 It‘s your chance to enhance your leadership capabilities in a non-stop atmosphere of complete fulfillment. 

 Contact PDG Jeri Seely (574) 658-4842 or go on line for a reservation form. 



 

 

Letters to the editor can tell the Lions story 
 

There are many different ways to obtain publicity for your Lions Club. Consider writing a letter to your 

area newspaper(s).  

Check on each newspaper‘s guidelines — How many words? Can you send an e-mail? Type of 

signature required?  

Topics can be about Lionism in general. A coming project. A thank you to the people who participated 

in a project or non-Lions who helped the club. The list is endless.  

 While many newspapers refuse news items considered routine, few will refuse to run a letter to the 

editor. 

PDG Jeri Seely 

District 25-G PR Chairperson  

 

    

IS YOUR LIGHT SHINING 
 

Not long ago I received an e-mail, the story of a new minister in town. He had an occasion to ride a 

town bus, and in doing so he was given a quarter to much in change. He debated with himself as to what to 

do. Should I keep it, the bus company has more than they need. I Don‘t know if the driver would know if 

he had given me to much. He debated the pros, very few, and cons during his ride. When he got off at his 

stop he handed the driver the quarter, saying you gave me too much change. The driver said ―are you not 

the new preacher in town.‖ When the minister replied yes, the driver said ―I gave you that on purpose, I 

have been looking for a church, I‘ll see you in church on Sunday.‖ 

Matthew 5:14-16 reads,‖ Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill can not be hid. 

Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but, on a candlestick; and it giveth light to all that 

that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works, and glorify 

your Father which is in Heaven.‖ 

Please note this is not done for your benefit, but for the benefit of those who see the works. Jesus 

does not say it is for his benefit, but only for the benefit of the one seeing the works. Now please don‘t ask 

me, why should I do these good things? First, Jesus has said this is what should be done. Second the 

commandments of old have laid this on the hearts of us all. Leviticus 19:18 states, ―Thou shalt not avenge, 

nor bear any grudge against the children of my people, but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. I am the 

Lord.:‖and in Matthew 19:19 He says, ―Honor thy father and mother and, thou shalt love thy neighbor as 

thyself.‖ 

We who are Lions can easily say we do all of this as a club. Though this is true, it is not the 

command that was given to us. The Club may aid us in the task of doing good, but it can not and does not 

allow us to say these are our good works. It is you the individual to whom the Lord speaks, not a club. It is 

you the individual that has to Love the Lord with all your heart and soul, not the club. It is you the 

individual, that stands to face the Lord on judgment day, not the club. Your good works have one purpose 

only To glorify the Lord who gave you life, and who can give salvation. 

The story of the preacher ends by Him saying, ―Thank You Lord, I almost sold your Son for a 

quarter.‖ BE SURE YOU LIGHT SHINES.                                    Lion Chaplain Jim Harper  
 

 
 

 

Right now, VDG (soon to be DGE) Bill Wallace is thinking about the 2009-2010 District Directory 

and his Cabinet Positions. The PU101‘s are extremely important. The new Directories include your Club‘s 

info from the PU101‘s. As soon as you know who your Club officers will be next year, get the info to 

VDG/DGE Bill via the PU101. Can you serve in the incoming Cabinet? Are you thinking about it? If so, call 

or email VDG/DGE Bill to let him know. Check out CST-PDG Ann‘s article; she tells you how to do your 

PU101.                                                                                           DG Sam 



     
 

You are invited 

to 

53
RD

 DISTRICT 25-G CONVENTION 

Keynote Speaker – P.I.D. Dr. Dennis Cobler 
SATURDAY MARCH 7, 2009 

AT 

Christo’s Banquet Center 

830 Lincolnway East; Plymouth, Indiana 46563 
 

-TENATIVE SCHEDULE- 

Registration begins    8:30 AM 

Opening Session   9:15 AM 

Necrology Service   9:30 AM 

1
st
 Business Session  10:00 AM 

 2nd Vice District Governor 

Election Proceedings  10:15 AM 
 Nominations & Voting 

Information Sessions  11:00 AM 

Dinner   Noon 

Keynote Speaker  12:50 PM 

2
nd

 Business Session 

Closing    3:00 PM 

NOW, the price of the Dinner is $22.00 until March 2. 

RESERVATIONS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER MARCH 2. Send your reservation to: CST-

PDG Ann Haffner; 11268 North State Road 13; Syracuse, IN 46567. Please no check, no reservation, no 

exceptions.   

MARK your choice of Buttermilk Chicken Breast or Swiss Steak. Any unmarked Reservation Form 

will be served Swiss Steak 

___LIONS & GUESTS FROM_____________________LIONS CLUB WILL BE 

ATTENDING THE DISTRICT CONVENTION ON SATURDAY MARCH 7, 2009 

         NAME of LIONS & GUESTS CHICKEN STEAK 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
 



 

Let your LIONS CLUB know that the DISTRICT NEWSLETTER is on the internet at 

www.lions25g.org/ ; with many THANKS to New Paris Lion Dave Smoker. 

GOVERNOR’S SCHEDULE  
 

March 
 4 Region I-B Zone Mtg 

6 & 7 District Convention 

 11 OV at South Bend (noon) 

 11 OV at Fulton-Liberty 

 17 OV at Goshen 

 25 OV at Greene Township 

April 

 17, 18, 19 State Convention 

 22 OV at Mexico 

May 

2 District G Cabinet Meeting 

 12 OV at Millersburg 

June 

 3 Syracuse Officer Installation 

 

July 
 6 – 10 International Convention 

 

These are confirmed dates. The DG has added dates on his calendar that have not been confirmed. If I 

missed something…let me know! 

 

SCHEDULE YOUR CLUB’S OFFICIAL VISIT NOW! 

PLAN TO ATTEND THE DISTRICT CONVENTION NOW! 

 
PLAN TO ATTEND THE STATE CONVENTION NOW! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 District Governor Sam Fryback 

 8236 E. Sunrise Drive 

Syracuse, IN  46567 
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