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Knights for the Blind and Deaf

“When different talents and ideas rub up against each other, there is friction, yes.
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But also sparks, fire, light and — eventually — brilliance!” Nancie O’neill, quoted in

LIFT EVERY VOICE

We Lions are working to achieve a better community and a better world. When
we do that, there are bound to be sparks and issues between members but
eventually we finish with a better result than if there were no disagreement.
Always keep in mind that the end result is better than if there were no discussion.
The Lion President’s job is to keep everyone working toward the completion of
the work for the betterment of our community. The president’s job is to soothe
ruffled feathers and remind club members that our motto, “WE SERVE” is not just
a hollow refrain. No Lion should allow a disagreement discourage them from
doing work for community betterment.

As Lions, we should be working to perform projects which help people in the
community live better and willingly offer to help us with our projects. We need to
keep always in the forefront of our minds that we Lions are working to help our
community and throughout the world. A park bench for people to rest on for a
while is helpful for people who are shopping downtown; donations to the Lions
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Club International Foundation, while small, do add up and help prevent River
blindness in Uganda and other African and South American countries. Every
project has worth and every local donation at White Cane day or to a pancake
breakfast provides support for us to grow and provide even more help.

Sometimes it may seem difficult to go to a Lions meeting when an exciting game
is on the TV or when you have just arrived home from work and are tired. Half of
the work in the world is done by people who are tired but just keep plugging
along. When you read history and learn about how General Benedict Arnold (I
know, our most infamous traitor) kept his men together and eventually fought a
battle which helped win the Revolutionary War. The hardships those people faced
were much worse than anything we encounter and yet they continued in the face
of an overwhelming foe. Our determination to help build our community and
provide a better world for our family and neighborhood should be unending.
Next month in my club we will be honoring a Lion who has served for more than
51 years while helping keep Lionism growing. Let’s support him and many other
Lions who have toiled equally as long and hard.

We are friends and we have to remember that our goal is to support each other
and have fun as friends and neighbors. Greet each other with a handshake or a
hug always remembering that working together builds solidarity in our club and
community. Our code of ethics talks about holding friendship as an end and not
as a means. True friendship demands nothing but accepts service in the spirit in
which it is given. My wife and | visit Lions Clubs around this part of Indiana and
almost always our comments to each other is that we come away charged up with
the sense that Lions are doing things. Happiness and togetherness create that
good feeling in each other that we can do anything.

We need to remember that publicity is critical to our success — look in the face of
a little girl who just got a pair of glasses and who now can see clearly for the first
time and realize that she might not have gotten those glasses had her parents not
been told about Lions. One day while working at our White Cane day a mother
brought her little child up to me and said he got his glasses because Lions held an
eye screening at his head start school and then helped buy his glasses. As Lions



we attract people through our good works and there are many more good works
we can do if people join to help. Many people would like help us in our efforts to
help communities world-wide. Move to Grow! WE SERVE!

If We Build It, They Will Come

In the 1989 film “Field of Dreams”, struggling lowa farmer Ray Kinsella
heard a voice in his cornfield telling him, “If you build it, he will come”. But
what, Kinsella wondered, was he supposed to build, and who would come
after he built it? Kinsella soon came to the realization that he was
supposed to mow down a cornfield and build a baseball diamond. Despite
opposition from his wife, who feared that the loss of the crop could result in
the loss of the farm, Kinsella built the diamond, and when the project was
complete, he found the answer to the second question, in the team of
ghostly players who came to play on his field of dreams, and the long line
of travelers who came to watch the games and recapture pieces of the
past.

The story is a fantasy, but the message of the voice is relevant to us as
Lions: If we build it, they will come. If we build our local Lions Club to be a
visible and relevant force for good in our local community, like-minded
individuals who want to make a difference in the community will seek us
out. This is not a fantasy; | see it happening in clubs in this district today.

How do we make our Lions Club a visible and relevant force for good in our
local community?

We need to build relationships with local school officials, local government
officials, local churches, and other organizations in our community, then
leverage those relationships to identify current community needs and
develop new projects to meet those needs. Examples abound in our
district: the Mishawaka Lions Club supports a fine arts program in the
Mishawaka schools; the Akron Lions Club spearheaded a campaign to
build a community center in the town park; the Lakeville Lions Club
partnered with a local church to feed the hungry.

The benefits to our community should be obvious; the benefits to our club
are less obvious, but just as important. As we build these relationships and



work with individuals in other organizations, we provide them with
opportunities to learn about the vision, mission, goals, and
accomplishments of our local Lions Club and Lions Clubs International.
And when they learn about the many ways we serve, some will choose to
become a part of the greatest service organization in the world.

If we build it, they will come.
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As the holiday season approaches, Lion Rose and | wish you and your
family a very merry Christmas, and a happy and prosperous New Year.

Fired up for Lionism!
1* VDG Paul Russell

From the Desk of =

Cabinet Secretary Treasurer PDG Ann Haffner

Pl ease share this information with yo

Board of Directors.

Members, give yourself an early “Lions Christmas Present” by registering now for
the Indiana Lions Mid-Winter Conference on January 9™, You can plan your day
by choosing from five two-hour workshops and twenty-five one-hour seminars.
Register now and Current and future Club Presidents, Vice Presidents,
Secretaries, Treasurers, and Board sign up for your choices from a large variety of
seminars and workshops addressing our conference theme for this year, “Hoosier

Lions on the Grow.” A registration form with information was in the October



HOOSIER LION. It is available on the Indiana Lions website www.indianalions.org

or | can e-mail you a packet. Bring a carload from your club and enjoy a day of
fellowship, learning, and sharing with Lions from all over Indiana. You’ll be glad
you did and your club will benefit immensely. Each attendee will receive a
proceedings book CD, conference pin, continental breakfast, delicious buffet
lunch, and drinks throughout the day, as well as hear our keynote motivational
speaker and view a number of displays and silent auction.

Semi-annual dues billings for January — June will be mailed early in January,
according to the number of members shown on the LCI Membership Website on
December 31%. Clubs dropping members in January or filing late December
reports will be liable for those members’ dues. If your club collects dues semi-
annually or on a calendar year basis | urge you to collect them now so you are not
caught having to pay dues you are unable to collect. You will receive a dues
billing from me for district and state dues and one from Lions Clubs International
for international dues. If you file a paper MMR it must arrive at LCl by December
20", Online filing must be done by December 31%. Please file your December
MMR as soon as possible so that you are not responsible for dues for members
dropped after those deadlines.

If you have questions or need your password or assistance in filing online reports
please do not hesitate to contact me at (574) 457-3054 or
ahaffner@kconline.com

Best wishes to each of you, your clubs, and your families for a

Blessed Christmas and a Happy, Healthy, and Prosperous New Year.
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We are approaching that time of the year that is known as the “Season of Giving”.
In many of the major faith traditions December holds holidays in which gifts are
traditionally given to loved ones.

In the Christian tradition, which defines much of American culture, we are
encouraged to give gifts to one another in response to God’s great gift to us, the
gift of the Christ Child. This wonderful gift to humankind generates the music, the
family gatherings and the joy that underlie the season, especially when you look
past the commercialism that tries to take it all over.

It is a simple gift, yet the most profound ever given... the gift of a Child which
defines love itself. To those who share this faith tradition, | wish the merriest of
Christmas seasons; to those who live within other traditions, may you share in the
peace and joy that is the foundation for all faiths.

Yours in service,
Pastor Larry Dimick,

District Chaplain

Printer Cartridges at Cartridge World.
18 November 2009

Currently we have an account of 58 small printer cartridges at Cartridge and 9
large cartridges there. We will have many more in the next few days. This is also a
source of reduced cost printer cartridges; please provide you used cartridges for
sale. Thank you.



Leader Dog programs

Looking for a program? Your Indiana Lions For Leader Dog trustees are
more than willing to put on a program for your Lions Club. Please contact one of
us and we will be happy to set something up with your club.

Mary Howard

85 E. Miller Road
LaFontaine, IN 46940
(260) 568-0143

dwmehoward@yahoo.com

Robin Claassen
226 E. Pleasant Street
Etna Green, IN 46524
(574) 858-9432

krclaassen@kconline.com
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PDG Jeri Seely

P. 0. Box 576
Milford, IN 46542
(754) 658-4842

jseely@the-papers.com

Encourage your Lions to promote public relations

All Lions clubs should share stories that show the success of their clubs.
Having articles promoted in the local newspaper is one way to do this. Clipping
those articles and putting them in a scrapbook is another. Developing a display
board to use at community projects is another way to show what your club is
doing.

All Lions should have pride in the fact they are members of the largest
service club in the world. They should want to tell others what your club is doing.

Remember what VDG Paul Russell said at the Cabinet Meeting in October
about his sandwich getting cold while he explained to the person who waited on
him what the Lakeville Lions do. | have done that in the grocery store. Others, too,
have told the Lions story. Why? Because we try to project a positive attitude
about Lionism. We wear our Lions pin or clothing items with the Lions logo.

PR Chairperson PDG Jeri Seely

Make plans now to attend the 2010 Mid-Winter Conference



Make plans today to attend the 2010 Mid-Winter Conference at Lawrence
Central High School in Indianapolis. You will be glad you did.

The conference cost is only $25 if you register prior to Nov. 30. After that
the cost goes to $30. It’s a bargain. It includes a light breakfast when you arrive
plus lunch, the commemorative souvenir conference pin, proceedings CD.

There are five two-hour workshops and 25 one-hour seminars to pick from
— Something for everyone. A number of 25-G Lions will be presenting seminars:

Seminar No. 7 — Zone Chairperson Doris Yoder — Unique and Exciting
Approaches to Lions Orientation. “Has your club gotten lackadaisical about who
we are as Lions? Come and learn enjoyable strategies for Lions orientation. This
session is designed to assist orientation chairs as well as individual Lions who wish
to provide Lionistic information to their own clubs.”

Seminar No. 9 — PDG Jeri Seely — Growing PR. “ In keeping with our
International President’s theme of ‘Move to Grow,” we cover many different ways
a club can reach out to its community through effective public relations.”

Seminar No. 12 — PDG Bud Seely — Growing Excitement and Motivation
in your Lions Club. “This seminar will focus on making Lions meetings more
exciting. Knowing the right combination of business and fun can motivate
members and help clubs grow.”

Seminar No. 14 — PDG Charles Haffner — Seven New Ideas to Bring Magic
Results into your Lions Club. “Ideas on how to increase your effectiveness as a
Lion and really help your ions Club.”

Seminar No. 17 — PCC David Eisen — To Be or Not to Be: a District
Governor. “What does it take to be a DG? Why is it such a rewarding job? Why
being a DG might just be your best year ever as a Lion. Come to this seminar to
see how you can lead the Lions of your District by being a District Governor.”

Seminar No. 20 — VDG Paul Russell — Are We There Yet? Goal-Setting and
Planning for Club Presidents. “Are We There Yet? Goal-Setting and Planning for
Club Presidents.”



Seminar No. 24 — PCC David Eisen — Growing Region Chairs and Zone
Chairs. “Come to this seminar to learn how to become a Region Chair and/or Zone
Chair and learn how to find Region Chairs and Zone Chairs for your district.”

Seminar No. 25 — VDG Paul Russell — Be Proud You are a Lion —Sharing
Success (Personal Experiences) Stories. “Come to this seminar to see and hear
what Lions are doing every day in their clubs to make their activities successful
and helping those whom WE SERVE.”

And, these are just the presenters from our district. Check out your October
Hoosier Lion for a complete list. Make your choices and register. You will be glad
you did.

PDG Jeri Seely

New addresses/changes

James Ottjes is the new Akron President
418 N Mishawaka St.

Akron, IN 46910

Ph 574-598-2952

Email: jkottjes@rtcol.com

PDG Howard Jones

Phone: 574-656-8489 Email: hojo 46554@yahoo.com

Terry Morgan Goshen Secretary has a new email address:

Terry.879@hotmail.com
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Milford Pres. Lavone Miller’s phone is 574-658-4940
Millersburg President Ron Willard phone 574-834-1834

Email: willardjunk@maplenet.net

North Webster President Monty Lackey phone 574-834-1834
170 EMS B48 Lane

Warsaw, IN 46582

North Webster Lioness President Jennifer Simmons

P.O. Box 26

Cromwell, IN 46732

Email: mljsimmons@embargmail.com

The Mid-winter forum includes a silent Auction:

Please bring items for the auction which you value at $20.00 or more.
Report the items to Lion Jane Wallace for inclusion in the Auction.
Thank you.

This year District 25G has three Presidential Excellence Awards for:

Dale Landis, Rochester Lions

Rebecca Warmuth, Laketon Lions

Marcia Wells, Mishawaka Lions

Please congratulate each of these Lion Presidents for their achievement.

Lion Paul Russell, Lion President, VDG, Lakeville Lions inducted 10 new members
and grew the Lakeville Lions by 10 members but missed the President Excellence
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Award because one MMR was missed. | suggest that as President, you pay close
attention to the MMR submission for two reasons: 1) The monthly membership
report keeps current your membership and 2) the monthly membership report
may prevent your club difficulty for using money received from the public for
administrative reasons. Lion Clubs may lose their status to remain a Lions Club if
that happens.

| want to congratulate each Lions Club for inducting new members — each new
Lion is two more hands to help with projects. Projects are the surest way to grow
Lions and help your community. Thank each of for all your efforts this year, 2009.

Lion Jane and | wish each of you a Very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. DG Bill



