
The Lions Lines  

Together We Serve 

 DISTRICT 25 G 

WEBSITE: www.lions25g.org 

With many THANKS to New Paris Lion Dave Smoker 

   February 2010   Volume 3, Issue 8 

Knights for the Blind and Deaf 

 

 

Heads are wisest when they are cool and hearts are strongest when they beat in 

response to noble ideals. Ralph J. Bunche quoted in Thoughts on Wisdom 

The latest catastrophe has occurred in the poorest country in this (Haiti) 

hemisphere and in the worst possible place, (Port-au-Prince).  The capitol of Haiti 

is devastated leaving the country nearly leaderless.  In these circumstances many 

countries have responded unselfishly and are bringing in as many supplies as 

possible.  Lions International have also responded and are working with the local 

Haitian Lions trying to help meet the needs of those poor people.  The Haitians 

need our help and our prayers and while Haitian Lions, with the help of Lions 

International, are trying to help, the devastation is so great that it will take a long 

time before Haiti is back to anywhere near normal.  Contributions are sorely 

needed from our Lions Clubs and from individual Lions.  LCIF has established Lions 

Hope for Haiti donation appeal and any donations to that fund will be used en 

toto for Haiti. Melvin Jones awards cannot be granted for these donations. 

 There are so many things to talk about in this newsletter that I am at pains to 

know where to start.  Our Lions Clubs continue to make us proud with the many 

community projects and fund raisers they complete.  Clubs in our district have 

http://www.lions25g.org/


grown as a result.  Remember that new Lions need to have their ideas given 

consideration and implemented. So many times we may have harbored thoughts 

ǘƘŀǘΣ άƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǿƻǊƪέ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘ ǿork because hard work and 

determination made it work.  Set goals and work hard to achieve them ς the 

results may surprise.   

When my grandson was little, he and his mother lived with us for a while and that 

little tyke never seemed to see a challenge that ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǊȅΦ  LŦ ƘŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ 

get into the cupboard about level with my head, he would pull out lower level 

drawers which he would then use as stairsteps to get what he wanted. Only his 

giggle would betray him.  We lived on a cul-de-sac on a small hill and he kept 

trying with his big wheel to get to the road down below, each time working just a 

little harder until he got there ς unfortunately only to be spanked for his efforts.  

The point is that he kept trying and eventually achieved his goal.  We Lions need 

to keep that in mind; keep trying until the goal is achieved.  Remember:  WE 

SERVE!    

 

From the Desk of  

Cabinet secretary treasurer  PDG Ann Haffner  

 

/ƭǳō tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 

Treasurer and Board of Directors. 

 

THANK YOU CLUB TREASURERS!  District & State Dues Billings for January 

through June were mailed on January 4th.  THANK YOU all who sent me your dues 

so promptly.  GREAT JOB!  We may again be the first district to have all our state 

dues in to State Comptroller Lion Ron Hinshaw.  Club Presidents and Secretaries, 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ /ƭǳō ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ŘǳŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

paid to LCI and to me.  Club Treasurers, please always make checks out to 

ά5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ нр-Dέ rather than to me personally. 



 

Convention Voting:  At our district convention on March 6th each club in good 

standing with International and the District shall be entitled to 1 delegate and 1 

alternate for each 10 members, or major fraction thereof, who have been 

enrolled for at least one year and a day in the club as shown by the records of the 

International Office on the first day of the month last preceding that month 

during which the convention is held.  This means the members on record at LCI on 

February 1, 2009 if you still have that many members in your club.  It does not 

mean that a brand new member in good standing cannot vote.  Bring that new 

member with you and have him/her register as a delegate and have a voice in the 

future of our district.  In addition, each Past District Governor who is a member in 

good standing of a club in 25-D Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ǾƻǘŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 

delegate quota.  A club in good standing is one which is current with reports and 

financial obligations to Lions Clubs International and District 25-G.  If your club 

will have more than the number of delegates you are entitled to in attendance at 

the convention, please mail or e-mail me the names of members who will serve as 

your delegates and alternates.  If I ŘƻƴΩǘ have that list I will certify the first ones to 

arrive.   

 

We will be electing a District Governor, First and Second Vice District Governors, 

and Trustees for our five State Projects and Indiana Lions Foundation.  Exercise 

your voting privilege by seeing that your club has a full delegation present and 

voting on March 6th.  In addition, our District Convention is always a great day of 

fun, fellowship and inspiration.  

 

Club Officer Elections:  Be sure you have on your club calendar for late February 

or early March nominating committee meetings.  Remember, your elections 

should be held by April 15th and your PU 101 Officer Reporting Form filed 

immediately thereafter.   

 



Please get your convention reservations & chec ks to me by the 

deadline .  All reservations must be paid  in  advance . 

Thank you for your continued cooperation.  

CST PDG Ann Haffner       574 -457 -3054      

ahaffner@kconline.com  

 

Lions District Notes: 

 

As I write this, I am burdened by care for the people of the nation of Haiti.  Such 

an unimaginable tragedy has befallen them.  And although that nation is so near 

to our own we feel overwhelmed and wonder what we can do to help.  Yet we 

must try to do all that we can.  I know that the people of my own congregation 

and denomination have already begun to donate all that they can and the Church 

is making plans for a long-term relief and rebuilding effort. 

 

Although I do not know what the Lions Clubs International response will be at this 

point, I am certain that we will be challenged to respond in some way.  Please act 

on that challenge in any way you can.  Until it comes to us, I hope you will join me 

in giving and working through your own church or charitable organization to 

respond.  Because... We Serve! 

 

Peace and Blessings 

Pastor Larry Dimick 

District 25-G Chaplain 

 

 

mailto:ahaffner@kconline.com


PR Ideas! 

 

 Following are some suggestions from Lions Clubs International for 

publicizing your Lions Club: 

 

 Ҟ Ask to have information about the event you are sponsoring on your 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ƻǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ōƻŀǊŘΦ 

 

Ҟ tŀǎǎ ƻǳǘ ŦƭȅŜǊǎ ƻǊ ōǊƻŎƘǳǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

is a fundraiser, hand out information telling how the money will be used. 

 

Ҟ 5ƛǎǇƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴ ƭƻƎ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘƭȅ on all materials and at all activities and 

events. 

 

Ҟ IŀƴŘ ƻǳǘ ōŀƭƭƻƻƴǎ ƛƳǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƛƻƴ ƭƻƎƻ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŀǘ 

community days. 

 

Ҟ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

contact person and phone number. Keep this number up-to-date. 

 

Ҟ ²ŜŀǊ ȅƻǳǊ [ƛƻƴǎ Ǉƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊ ƘŜƛǊ ǇƛƴǎΦ 

 

Ҟ {ŜŜ ƛŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

about your club, especially if you re involved in a community or school project 



such as the Peace Poster Contests, a vision or diabetes screening, building a 

recreational center,  

 

     From District PR Chairperson PDG Jeri Seely 

 

Haiti: An Opportunity for Service 

By now, we are all aware of the recent earthquake in Haiti, and the resulting death and 
destruction.  As I write this column, at least 72,000 people have been confirmed dead, 
but the final toll will undoubtedly be much higher.  Homes, schools, hospitals, 
businesses, and government buildings were flattened by the earthquake, and many of 
the survivors are living outdoors.  A city the size of Indianapolis has been devastated.  
The scope of this disaster is almost impossible to comprehend. 

Events of this nature bring out the best in us, as organizations of all types marshal their 
resources to provide rescue and relief efforts to the survivors of the disaster, and those 
of us sitting safe in our homes, watching the news unfold, open our hearts and our 
wallets to support the efforts of those who are on the scene. 

You are not likely to see any stories about Lions Clubsô efforts in Haiti on network or 
cable news shows, but that does not mean that we are not doing our part to serve those 
who need our help.  A news release on the LCI web site reports that LCIF Chairman Al 
Brandel and his wife, Dr. Maureen Murphy, are currently in the Dominican Republic 
leading a team that is delivering urgently needed supplies into Haiti, and meeting with 
local Lions to develop immediate and long-term plans for assistance.  It also highlights 
some of the contributions of Lions around the world. 

¶ Lions in neighboring Caribbean countries are sending cargo containers of 
targeted supplies through connections with transportation companies. 

¶ Lions in Sweden are sending large tents through the Swedish government to 
provide housing for those who are now homeless as well as relief workers, as 
they did for the China earthquake. 

¶ Lions from District A-9, Ontario, Canada were in the area when the earthquake 
hit, helping to establish a clean water system for an orphanage, and established 
a make-shift medical clinic, treating 600 people. 

¶ Lions are contributing generously, some examples include: US$86,000 pledged 
from Lions in Norway; US$20,000 from Lions in China; US$14,000 from District 
105-I, Ireland; US$100,000 from District 63, which includes several neighboring 
islands to Haiti. 



As in previous natural disasters, Lions will still be on the scene, helping rebuild schools, 
clinics, hospitals, and perhaps even entire villages, long after most other rescue and 
relief organizations have packed up and moved on. 

If you and your local Lions Club have not already done so, please make a generous 
donation to the LCIF Hope for Haiti disaster relief fund.  To learn more about Lions 
efforts in Haiti and how you can help, visit the LCI web site at www.lionsclubs.org. 

We joined Lions to make a difference in our community, but our community does not 
end at the edge of town, at the state line, or even at our national borders; our 
community spans the globe.  Make a difference. 

Fired Up for Lionism! 
1st VDG Paul Russell 

 

 

Special Notes: 

South Bend Lions now meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month.  The first 

meeting is a business meeting and the second meeting is a dinner speaker 

session. 

Directory Change: 

Lion President for Osceola is:  Edward Amos jr   

             5709 University Park 

                                                      Mishawaka, IN 46545-1229 

OUR District 25-G convention is scheduled for 5 March and 6 March.  The evening 

of 5 March will begin with a 7:00 p.m. dinner and a short talk by International 

Director Ron Johnson.  It will be a buffet style dinner and will cost $17.00.  Plan to 

attend this small gathering for a chance to meet an International Director. 

The Convention on January 6th will start at 9:15 and will include elections for the 

District governor, Vice District Governors, and trustees.  There will be a necrology 

service and talks on topics important to Lions.  Lunch will be a plate service and 



will cost $20.00.  Plan on attending to support your District and to learn things 

important to Lions. 

 

 



 


