
 
 
 
 

The Lions Lines 
Together We Serve 

DISTRICT 25 G 

WEBSITE: www.lions25g.org 
    With many THANKS to New Paris Lion Dave Smoker 

  July, 2009                  Volume 3, Issue 1 
 

District Governor: 

William ―Bill‖ Wallace  

(Lion Jane) 

801 N Michigan St. 

Plymouth, IN 46563 

H (574) 935-3439 

C (574) 540-6791 

wjwallace1@embarqmail.com 
 

 

Immediate Past District Governor: 

PDG Samuel ―Sam‖ Fryback 

(Lion Marcia) 

8236 Sunrise Drive 

Syracuse, IN 46567 

H (574) 457-2384 

C (574) 528-0286 

Msf1964@gmail.com 

 
 

Vice District Governor: 

Paul Russell 

(Lion Rose) 

507 Jackson, P.O. Box 31 

Lakeville, IN 46536 

H (574) 784-9094 

prussell@lakevillelions.org 

 
 

Cabinet Secretary-Treasurer: 

PDG Ann Haffner 
(PDG Charlie) 

11268 N. State Road 13 

Syracuse, IN 46567 

H (574) 457-3054 

ahaffner@kconline.com 
 

 

Membership Chairperson: 

PDG Art Birk  

(PDG Pat) 

614 N. Plymouth St. 

Culver, IN 46511-1016 

H (574) 842-3690 

Fax (574) 842-3670 

iambirk@att.net 

 
WE….SERVE. 

This is the first newsletter I will write this year and it is coming very 

slowly.  My first thoughts are that now all of a sudden I am the guy making the 

decisions and with the vision for our district.  That is an overwhelming thought. 

To begin, there are many good Lions in this district who epitomize the motto: 

―We Serve‖.  Lion David Eisen comes immediately to mind as does Lion Art 

Birk and many others.  They bring our Lions motto to life and represent all that is 

good about the Lions.   

Still, it is important to begin with my vision of ―Knights for the Blind 

and Deaf‖ and all that represents.  Indiana Lions have five projects which 

illustrate what we are about: Eye and Tissue Bank which is the fifth largest such 

bank in the world and supplies corneas and tissue throughout the world; Indiana 

School for the Blind and Visually Impaired which very quietly is providing 

education and training for children to grow and become productive citizens 

despite their handicap; Cancer Control Fund of Indiana, Inc which provides 

support, funds and education for victims of cancer; Speech and Hearing, Inc 

which provides hearing aids, speech therapy and significant support through local 

and Riley Hospital to adults and children; Leader Dogs which provide not only 

assistance to the blind enabling them to travel on the streets safely, but which as 

one blind person stated, gives them a new life.  When Leader Dogs are paired 

with a special GPS they can travel with a new freedom where they need to go.  

We are continually asked what it is that Lions do.  We do anything and 

everything to support our community.  Lions provide eyeglasses for children and 

ramps for the handicapped; we provide food and clothing for people deprived of 

their possessions and in need; we provide hearing aids for everyone with a need; 

we provide parks and sports fields for recreation; we provide benches for people 

who are tired and need to rest; we provide gamma knife support in Indianapolis 

for people with brain tumors which enables them to walk out of the hospital in 

better health; in short, we can and do provide help to our communities regardless 

the need.  Just look at the communities devastated by last spring‘s floods and by 

the horrendous earthquakes; Lions provide hope! 

It is important that we observe what our communities need and work to 

meets those needs.  Ever since I joined the Lions we have been working to grow 

our clubs and that is important; most important is that we meet the needs of our 

communities and then we will grow with people impressed with what Lions do, 

because people will notice that we work and have fun while doing the things that 

support our communities. Finally after this long boring statement, remember 

what our Lion President Al said; the biggest need in our communities is to Serve!                            
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 Greetings, Fellow Lions: 

It‘s that time of year again…summertime.. time for county fairs and community festivals, corn dogs and 

elephant ears, golf outings and youth baseball … time for all the things that make Indiana a great place to 

be in the summertime.  And wherever you go in Indiana this summer, there‘s a good chance you‘ll find 

Lions Club members working to improve the quality of life for the residents of their community, the state 

of Indiana, and the world.  When you find a group of Lions selling pancakes, hot dogs, or corn of the cob, 

stop and support their efforts to make a difference in their community. 

 

Summertime is also a time of change, as we begin a new Lions year and new officers take the reins in local 

clubs and at the district level.  Incoming District Governor Bill Wallace is asking us to renew our 

commitment to the challenge we accepted in 1925, to be knights of the blind in the crusade against 

darkness.‖  Much has been accomplished since Helen Keller spoke to the Lions gathered in the 

International Convention in Cedar Point, Ohio, but much remains to be done.  There are many ways we can 

serve the blind and visually-impaired in our communities, and many things we can to help prevent 

blindness and other vision problems.  Lions Clubs provide visions screening programs, collect and recycle 

eyeglasses, provide assistance to the blind and visually impaired in their communities, and provide 

financial support to the Indiana Lions Eye and Tissue Bank, the Indiana School for the Blind and Visually-

Impaired, and Leader Dogs for the Blind. 

 

While Lions are well-known for our vision-related services, we provide a wide range of services in our 

communities.  Lions build ramps for the handicapped; distribute food and clothing to needy families; build 

parks and community centers; sponsor Boy Scout troops and Cub Scout packs; support 4-H, FFA, and 

youth athletic programs; provide scholarships to deserving students; and provide assistance after natural 

and man-made disasters.  In short, We Serve – whenever and wherever we are needed. 

 

As we begin this new Lions year, and I take on the responsibilities of Vice District Governor, my to-do list 

for the coming year contains three items: 

 Help District Governor Bill Wallace share his vision, goals, and objectives with all the Lions Clubs 

in our district 

 Learn all I can about district administration; and 

 Spread enthusiasm for Lionism throughout our district. 

 

Fired up for Lionism! 

1
st
 VDG Paul Russell 

 
 

WHERE -O- WHERE WILL YOU FIND OUR DISTRICT GOVERNOR (ELECT) PARTIAL CALENDAR: 

 DGE SEMINAR & TRAINING July 2 – 6, 2009 

 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION July 6 – 10, 2009 

 BANNER NIGHT CELEBRATION; Christos, Plymouth, IN   8 August 2009 

 CABINET MEETING; Laville Elementary School, Lakeville, IN   15 August 2009  

 CABINET MEETING; New Paris Club Hall, New Paris, IN   10 October 2009  

 CABINET MEETING; Claypool UMC Friendship Hall, Claypool, IN   23 January 2009 

 CABINET MEETING; Culver Club meeting Center, (Railroad Station) Culver, IN   15 May 2010 

All Cabinet Meetings are to start at 11:00 a.m. and end by 2:00 p.m.  

As we go to press, there are still 3 PU101’s out, Where is your Club’s? 

 
From the Desk of Cabinet Secretary Treasurer PDG Ann Haffner 

Please share this information with your club‟s Treasurer and Board of Directors 



 As the Lions of District 25-G begin a new year it is again a privilege for me to serve as your 

Cabinet Secretary Treasurer. 

Dues:  In July your Club Treasurer will receive your July-December State and District Semi-Annual Dues 

Statement from Me.  You will be billed $8.70 per member on record at Lions Clubs International on July 1. 

In addition, Lions Blub International will bill your Club Treasurer $19.50 per member for July-December.  

For spouses and family members recorded in the Family Certification Plan at LCI you will be billed $9.75. 

 

Dues are payable within (30) days.  Checks for International dues should be sent to Lions Clubs 

International following directions on the billing statement.  District and State dues checks should be made 

to ―District 25-G‖ and sent to: CST PDG Ann Haffner; 11268 N State Road 13; Syracuse, IN 46567. 

 

Your club should be collecting at least $56.40 in dues per year from each member.  Family members 

enrolled in Family Certification Plan (except for the Head of Household) should be paying at least $36.90 

per year in dues.  (Family members international dues are $19.50 per year rather than the usual $39.00.) 

Dues should be not be paid from your club‘s Activities fund.  All money raised from the public must be 

used for charity. 

 

Activities Reports:  Club Secretaries, if you have not been submitting monthly activities reports online to 

LCI you can file a yearend report.  From the login page, click on ―WMMR Complete Reference Guide‖ 

and go to page 22 for instructions.  This can be submitted monthly and the totals are automatically tallied.  

If it is submitted only at the end of the year it must be filed as the June report by July 15
th

. 

 

Club President Excellence Award: If your club finished positive in membership for 2008-2009, your club 

maybe eligible to receive the coveted ―Club President Excellence Award‖.  The form can be downloaded 

from the LCI website.  Go to ―Club Resource Center‖ and scroll to locate it.  Or I can e-mail you a copy.  If 

your president meets all the requirements, complete the form and mail it to PDG Sam Fryback; 8236 

Sunrise Dr.; Syracuse, IN 46567.  The club secretary must have submitted all MMR‘s and the PU101 on 

time.  The club president must have attended at least two zone meetings, club officer training in 2008, and 

the district, state, or international convention. 

 

Budget:  As your club‘s Board of Directors meets to plan for this new Lions year, I encourage you to 

prepare both an administrative and activities budget of income and expenses to be approved by your club‘s 

membership.  This will help to insure that your club remains financially sound, provides well defined 

guidelines for spending, keeps membership well informed, alleviates unnecessary discussion and 

disagreement during club meetings, and helps to establish proof that your club is a charitable organization. 

 

If you have questions at any time, please do not hesitate to contact me at (574) 457-3034 

ahaffner@kconline.com 

  

 

Lion Club International PresidentAl Brandel: 

 

This is the last of my series of messages to you on membership. I hope you understand by now that I 

believe that ―membership‖ isn‘t just a matter of marketing and recruiting.   It is about ―being‖ and ―doing‖ 

– the very heart of what it means to be a Lion. 

mailto:ahaffner@kconline.com


It has been my privilege this year to meet many of you and to see firsthand all that Lions can be and all that 

they are capable of doing.  While I have worked hard to fulfill my responsibilities as international 

president, I know that it is not leaders, but rather Lions at the club level who make miracles happen.  

Because of this, after I serve as chairperson of Lions Clubs International Foundation in 2009-10, Maureen 

and I will be enthusiastic about increasing our participation and returning as regular members of the 

Melville and West Hempstead (New York, USA) Lions Clubs.  (an excerpt of Lion President Al’s 

statement) 

 

Register today for 2009 USA/Canada Leadership Forum 

 

The theme for this year‘s USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum is ―Move to Grow – Lions Leading 

through Service.‖  It is a fitting theme and deserves our attention. 

In 25-G we are constantly seeking Lions who will lead, be it in our clubs or on the district level and 

what better way to grow in leadership skills than to attend this forum. 

The forum will be held in Memphis, Tenn., Sept. 24-26.  Both your governor and I have registration 

forms or you can register on line as usacanadalionsforum.org 

This year‘s speakers are dynamic.  Dr. Charles Petty will speak on Thursday night.  He is a family 

humorist and speaks to businesses, volunteer and civic organizations as well as teachers and educators.  

LaDonna Gatlin, sister of the Gatlin Brothers, will be the Friday luncheon speaker.  She has an easy-going 

style and delivers common sense wisdom for everyday living. 

The Saturday luncheon speaker will be 2009-10 International President Eberhard Wirfs who will 

speak on his presidential program.  The Saturday evening banquet speakers will be Craig McFarlane, a man 

who has lost his sight but turned it into a tower of inspiration for the entire world to see. 

The forum is a time for Lions to recharge, rejuvenate and become better Lions.  When the Lions 

leave Memphis they will take with them a wealth of great ideas to share with their club and maybe they 

will be the catalyst that inspires their club to grow. 

The committee for the 33
rd

 USA/Canada Lions Forum lists 10 reasons why Lions should be in 

Memphis in September. 

10. Music History – Including Elvis, Jerry Lee Lewis and Johnny Cash 

9. Amenities – Championship golf course.  A day at the spa. Great art museum. 

8. Convenient Travel – Non-stop flights from many cities. It‘s centrally located. 

7. State of Art Facilities – The Memphis Cook Convention Center provides column free halls. 

Comfortable seating.  Well-equipped meeting rooms. 

6. Warm Hospitality – Southern Hospitality.  Visitors can expect to be called ―Honey and 

Darlin‖ by everyone y‘all meet. 

5. World Famous Cuisine – The city is known for its barbeque but offers fine dining and a 

diverse range of cuisine. 

4. Creative settings for your private get-togethers – Groups may have breakfast with swimming 

polar bears, a cocktail party with Elvis‘ motorcycle or a picnic on the shores of the Mississippi. 

3. One of a kind attractions – Graceland, the National Civil Rights Museum and Beal Street. 

2. Luxurious Hotels – Ranging from the historic Peabody to Hilton, Marriott, Doubletree and 

Holiday Inn. 

1. Memphis Sizzles – Expect the unexpected.  The city is music and magic. 

Plan now to join us in Memphis – PDG Seely 



  What is Public Relations? 

 

By PR Chairperson PDG Seely 

 

 Lions Clubs International answers the above question in the following way: 

 Public relations involves all forms of communication – written, verbal and non-verbal.  It 

includes writing news releases and distributing promotional flyers.  Equally important are actions often 

taken for granted, such as wearing a Lions lapel pin and marching in a parade. 

 Good public relations – informing the community that your club built the park, conducted 

the vision screening or collected the eyeglasses – will help with fostering community support. 

 Public relations can even support your club‘s membership efforts.  People want to belong to 

a successful and reliable organization.  By actively promoting your club and its worthwhile activities, 

you‘ll be projecting a positive image in the community and showing that your club is worth joining.  So, 

tell people about all the good your club is doing in the community. 

   

 

 
 

ADVERTISE – ADVERTISE – ADVERTISE - ADVERTISE 
Advertise in next year‘s DISTRICT DIRECTORY. Send your ad to DGE Bill at wjwallace1@embarqmail.com.  

 

 

 

39th Annual District 25-G Golf Tournament 

For Indiana Lions 
When: Wednesday, August 5, 2009 

Where: Maxwelton Golf Club (one mile north & east of Syracuse) 574-457-3504 

Tee Time: 12:30 p.m. Shotgun Start (Maxwelton in Charge) 

Cost: $45.00 per player includes green fee, banquet, and prizes 

Golf Carts are available at $12.00 per player; pay at clubhouse 
 

      Entries:      1. Entries must be received by Friday, July 31, 2009            NOTICE: 

2. No entries accepted without a check                               No metal spikes 
3. No refunds, but you may substitute 

4. No entries accepted at tee time 

5. Mulligans for sale prior to tee time 

6. Individual scores with the Peoria system 
 

      Prizes:         Individual & Team prizes and trophies for low gross and net. (Lion members & guests share the 

 same contest) 

The Merl Smith & the Alex Miller traveling trophies will be awarded. (The team must be all Lion 

members from the same 25-G Lions Club) 
 

Social: After Golf there will be a Putting Contest and Social Time until Dinner 
 

Dinner: 6:00 p.m. Prizes will be awarded after dinner. 
 

Co- Chair: Lion Eric Reimer - 260-414-3450  - golfhack46567@yahoo.com 

Co-Chair: Lion Glen Slabach - 574-457-8824 or 260-463-1024 - slabach@embarqmail.com 
 

Make checks payable to:  Syracuse Lions Club ($45 per player) 

Mail entry to: Lion Eric Reimer, 5901 E. Pickwick Rd., Syracuse, IN 46567 
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 Entry Form: Club Name ___________________________________ 

 

Name of Captain _____________________________________ 

 

Telephone ____________________  e-mail ______________________________ 

 

Name (Lion/Guest) ________________________ Name (L/G) ____________________________ 

 

Name (Lion/Guest) ________________________ Name (L/G) __________________ __________ 

 

Name (Lion/Guest) ________________________ Name (L/G) _________________________ ___ 

 

Name (Lion/Guest) ________________________ Name (L/G) _____________________________ 

 

(A team can be made up of 2 Lion members and 2 Guests) (Possible Lions Members) 

 

How Did We Do? 
 We have talked about the importance of NEW MEMBERS all year long. Now is the time for your Report Card. Yes, 

we need to know how you and your club have done. This is your final grade for the year. 

 As a District we are down 11 members (as of April 30) for the year. Clubs will balance their membership by dropping 

those that have not paid their dues and have dropped by moving or other reasons. I am sure as a District we will drop more at 

year end.  

 The sad news is this is a trend that has started at least since 1970. In 1970 we had 2,696 members in District 25 G. If we 

take the average size of the clubs in G, which is 30.5 members per club we would have LOST OVER 88 CLUBS since 1970. 

 Some of our clubs have gained membership this year and that is by using the DISTRICT 25 G MEMBERSHIP 

PLAN. The four largest clubs all use the DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP PLAN. There are other clubs that realize if they are to 

grow are starting to use this district plan. Other clubs in other districts are using this plan and have shown significant gains in 

membership. Even PID Gene Rice‘s club has a meeting scheduled to find out how this plan works. This club is in District A. 

Clubs in District D and District E 2 have implemented this plan and gained members. 

 In our District we have 21 clubs with membership 20 and under. Is this enough members to have labor intensive 

projects or projects with a big vision? You be the judge if the clubs can survive and leave a legacy to be proud of. The choice is 

yours to grow or to fold.  

 Lion Jim, Don and I are here to serve you by explaining how the DISTRICT MEMBERSHIP PLAN works and help 

you by giving you the blueprint to get you started. 

THE CHOICE IS YOURS TO GROW OR FOLD 

 

Call me for membership help. 

PDG Art Birk       iambirk@att.net      574-842-3690

 
. 

 

July 6-10; INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION –   More later; 

we are planning to be in the parade 

 

 

 

 

North Manchester Lion's Club 2nd Annual SS Lilypad Cruise 

„FROG TAVERN‟; Syracuse, IN. 

Sail at 2:00 pm, Boarding at 1:45 pm. 

Sunday August 30th, 2009 

Appetizers 

Silent Auction 

Limit 100 guests 

Cost $15.00 per person 

RSVP by August 22nd to: 

Marie Quick - 260-982-8252 

1308 Sunset Dr. 

North Manchester, IN 46962 

Checks Payable to N. Manchester Lions 
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    WAYNE COX LAPAZ LIONS SCHOLARSHIP 

GOLF OUTING 
Teacher Credit Union - Corporate Sponsor 

Tri-Way Golf Course 

Saturday, July 25th, 2009 
8:00 AM Shotgun Start - Check In At 7:00 AM 

4 Person Scramble Format 

Free Hot Dogs, Soft Drinks and Water Available During Play 

Steak Fry Lunch & Awards Presentation (about 1:00) 

Cost to enter $60.00 per person 

CLOSEST TO PIN - Holes 9 & 13 - Award $50.00 each                    

LONGEST DRIVE (Men and Women) - Holes 5 & 14 

  Dozen Golf Balls each 
LOW GROSS TEAM PRIZES 

1
st 

   Place   Team - $240.00 
2

nd 
   Place    Team - $160.00 

3
rd 

    Place   Team - $120.00 

4
th 

     Place   Team - $100.00 

Hole #1 – Hole In One Contest 

First Hole In One ONLY Wins $10,000.00!!! 
NOTE:  Skins Game $20.00 Per Team 100% Payout 

50/50 CHIPPING CONTEST  $2.00 

50/50 PUTTING CONTEST  $2.00 

Mulligans For Sale $5.00 Per Person  

 Betting Hole #9  On The Green $2.00 per person 

                     Door Prizes Galore 

For more information call Chris Cox 292-3301 or Dale Cox 784-3917 
 

 

Don‟t Miss Memphis 

There is no city like Memphis, Tenn., when it comes to Southern hospitality and that‘s what the Lions who attend the 

USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum in Sept. 24-26 will find. Expect to be called ―Honey‖ and ―Darling‖ by 

Everyone you meet, y‘all! 

 Besides Southern hospitality Lions can expect great speakers and great seminars as they ―Move to Grow‖ in 

Lionism. Contact PDG Jeri Seely (574) 658-4842 or go on line for a reservation form. 

 

 

 

The Fulton Liberty Lions Club wants you to know… 

 Their LIONS SHINE IN 09 parade is August 1, 2009. Step off time is 11:00AM. To be in the parade, contact: LIONS 

DON & LINDA CLOUSE @ 574-857-3241. They will send you an entry form.  

 President Linda Wade says: ―In order to celebrate properly, we need lots of entries from our area Clubs! We encourage 

you to bring a float (either LIONS centered or detailing events of your Club) to be in our 11:00 AM parade through the streets of 

Fulton. If you couldn’t possibly handle a float, please consider a walking entry, vehicles of some sort, or any other innovative 

idea.”  There may be a LIONS Club competition &/or booths in the park. If you have an idea; call Linda Wade @ 574-857-

6101. There are prizes! $50 = BEST LIONS FLOAT   $25 = MOST CLUB MEMBERS   $25 = TRAVELED FURTHEST 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

CABINET MEETING ALL 25 G LIONS 

We will meet at Laville Elementary School at 11:00 a.m. on 

Saturday 15 August 2009. Laville Elementary School is just off  IN 

31  at 12645 Tyler Road, Lakeville. It is just north of LaPaz. 

Registration will be at 11:00 a.m. and Lunch will be served at 

11:45. 

Cost for Lunch:  $9.00  Until 7 August.  $10.00 after 7 August and 

$11.00 at the door. 

Menu:  PDG David Court assures me the meal will be delicious, 

but there is no fixed menu as of this date. 

Send Checks to CST PDG Ann Haffner.  Mark Checks for : Lions 

District 25 G. 

There will be a lottery to provide a free lunch for one Lady Lion.  

We will have silent auction for baked goods at the meeting.  Bring 

your favorite cake, pie or cookies. 

Reservations for________Lions from ____________Lions Club 

NAME      LION OR GUEST 

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Please remember to get your reservations in early to get the best 

price.  

50/50 raffle after lunch. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BANNER NIGHT   BANNER NIGHT  BANNER NIGHT  BANNER 

NIGHT 
 

 
 

EVERY LION IN MULTIPLE DISTRICT 25 IS INVITED TO OUR 

DISTRICT 25 G BANNER NIGHT ON SATURDAY AUGUST 8, 2009 
 

DISTRICT GOVERNORS SAM FRYBACK (Past) & BILL WALLACE (Present) CORDIALLY INVITE 

YOU TO OUR DISTRICT G BANNER NIGHT FOR A NIGHT OF ENTERTAINMENT AND SOCIAL 

ACTIVITY 
 

Banner Night will be at Christos Banquet Center, 830 Lincolnway East in Plymouth.  We have social 

time starting at 6:00 p.m. with a CASH BAR; Dinner will be served at 6:45. 
 

BRING YOUR CLUB BANNER 
 

Meals will cost $19.75 before 29 July and $21.75 after that date. Please note:  there has been no 

increase in the cost this year.  Reservations with checks must be received by 31 July. 
 

____Lions & Guests from the ______________________Lions Club will be attending the 2009 

Banner Night. 

Lion______________________________________ Guest___________________________________ 

Lion______________________________________ Guest___________________________________ 

Lion______________________________________ Guest____________________________________ 

Amount Enclosed @ 19.75__________________ 

Amount Enclosed @ $21.75_________________ 

Make checks payable to:  Lions District 25G 

Menu:  Soup–Salad– Chicken Kiev or Roast Sirloin-Potatoes-Vegetable-Cake 

Please make a selection:  Chicken Kiev _______or Roast Sirloin_____________ 

Sent Reservations and check to: PDG, CST Ann Haffner 

     112688 N. State Road 13 

     Syracuse, IN 46567 

The entertainment will be a “SALUTE TO OUR TROOPS” 

 

Don’t forget radio and TV 

 When working on PR for a club project don‘t forget to contact your local radio and television stations.  They have very 

large target audiences.  Community bulletin boards and public service announcements can reach many. PSAs are brief — from 

10 to 30 seconds but are aired as a community service.  Messages about preventing blindness, service youth, fundraising events 

that benefit the community and public events sponsored by the Lions are appropriate subjects It is always good to contact the 



stations to find out what they accept and in what form  . . . some radio stations want a script so their announcers have something 

for Lions. For TV, Lions International has some great PSAs that you can add your club‘s information at the end. PDG Jeri Seely,  

 

Directory Corrections: 

New E-mail Addresses:  
Lois Claeys - lois2332@gmail.com  

 
Frank Claeys - fjclaeys@gmail.com 

 
All articles for the July issue of the District Newsletter should be sent to DGE (until July 10, then it‘s 

DG) Bill Wallace at wjwallace@embarqmail.com. It has been a pleasure to serve you…DG Sam 

 
Greetings Lions of our fine District.  I am Rev. Larry Dimick, pastor of the Lakeville United 

Methodist Church.  Our District Governor has asked me to serve as your District Chaplain, and I am 

honored to serve in this way. 

 

The motto of the Lions‘ Club ―We Serve‖, is especially appropriate to our time.  In difficult 

economic times, there are more of our neighbors who have needs that they cannot meet.  Items that 

are necessities in good times become luxuries in tough times or are simply done without. 

 

One of the things I have seen as a pastor is that it is also common for organizations that serve – such 

as churches, or service groups such as ours, to also do some ―belt tightening‖ in times such as these.  

Donations fall of a bit, and our response is to do a bit less, which runs counter to the reality of 

greater need in our communities. 

 

Every challenge is an opportunity for organizations such as local Lions Clubs to step up rather than 

hold back.  God blesses us richly exactly for challenging times so that we can live out our faith and 

live up to our motto. 

 

‗We Serve‘ can be more than a motto.  It can become a lifestyle that is rewarding beyond belief IF 

we can resist the temptation to hold back, to give less and to take care of only ourselves.  Let us 

fight those tendencies and truly be ‗Lions‘ – strong and powerful – in our service to others. 

 

Yours in Service 

Pastor Larry Dimick 

 

 

 

 

„We Serve‟ should be more than just a motto: keep new members involved in your club.  

Don‟t let “Nay” sayers  ruin your club –try it, you might like it! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLYMOUTH BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL 
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The annual Blueberry Festival parade will kick off on Labor Day, Monday, 7 September at 9:30 

Arrive approximately 8:30-45 in order to get you place in line for the parade.  Bring banners and 

anything which you can use to advertise you club and their projects.  

 

All District 25G Lions are invited to attend.  Lion Pastor Will Lawson will have the Lions Race 

Cars there.  Green Township will have their ‗TRAIN‘ there; and Lakeville Lions will have a flatbed 

truck there.  With that many places to ride, there is no excuse for District 25G Lions to skip this 

biggest festival in the Midwest and the parade.   

This parade is a way to tell large numbers of people what LIONS DO!  At least two Lions Clubs 

have booths in the festival, Plymouth and Rochester.  Please visit the Lions booths. 

 

 

 

Remember what Pastor Larry Dimick said, “We need to provide more help in these troubled 

times rather than less; organize food drives; organize flea markets; help repair a roof or 

provide assistance to the less fortunate.  Provide a way for people to get to medical 

appointments or to the grocery store.  “Those of us fortunate enough to have sufficient 

shelter, food and clothing need to remember those who have great need.” 

 

  

 

Indiana Racing Lions Schedule 

 

PDG Will Lawson is the State Scheduling and District G President.  Contact PDG Will at 

lawsonfamily@rtcol.com regarding race cars. 

 

At present, District E2 has 4 race cars; District G has 11 and District A has 1 with 2 cars, 1 

race car body & wing and 1 open trailer ready to sell.  The Racing Team won $25 and the 

Rochester Parade 1
st
 Place Misc. trophy. 

 

SCHEDULE: 

 July 3- Highland     July 5-Michigan City, IN 

July 4- Akron           July 18-Culver 

July 4-Griffith          July 18-South Bend College Football Hall of Fame 

July 4-Munster         July 25-New Carlisle 

 

August 1-Fulton                      September ? Wanatah 

August 8-Bourbon                   September 7- Plymouth 

August 8-North Manchester    September 12-Converse 

August 15-Hamlet                    September 19-Westville 

August? Union Mills                October 11-Martinsville 

 

There are tentative dates set for 2010 which will be announced later.  The Race Cars are 

exciting and interesting to see so plan a trip to one of the places on the dates listed and 

participate in the events where they are performing. PDG Will notes that racecar is spelled 

mailto:lawsonfamily@rtcol.com


the same either frontward or backward. Lions State Web Page – www.indianalions.org has 

the complete newsletter for racing cars. 
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