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Lions: A Beacon of Hope  
 

by DG Paul Russell 
 

At the recent International Convention in Sydney, 
Australia, our new International President, Sid 
Scruggs III, of North Carolina, introduced his theme 
and outlined his goals for the coming year. 
 

North Carolina is the home of the worldôs tallest lighthouse, and Lion Sid, 
as he prefers to be called, has chosen the lighthouse as the symbol for his 
theme, ñBeacon of Hopeò.  Just as a lighthouse provides a beacon to guide 
sailors through stormy seas to safe harbors, Lions Clubs provide beacons 
of hope for those in need in our local communities and around the world.   
 

Lion Sid reminds us that service is the core principle of our organization, 
and asks each of us, as Lions, to recommit ourselves to our motto: We 
Serve.  He points out that ñif we could get 1.3 million Lions to recommit to 
service, it would make a huge impact on the needs of people around the 
worldò.  His focus this year will be on service, and he believes that each 
Lions Club should have at least one signature service project ï something 
for which they are known in their community.  There are two key elements 
to a successful signature service project: it will meet a need in our 
community, and it will highlight the work that our Lions Club is doing in our 
community. 
 

In keeping with this focus on service, Lion Sid asks us to participate in four 
Global Service Action Campaigns throughout this Lions year.  Each 
campaign will ñshine a lightò on a different area: youth, sight, hunger, and 
the environment.  How we choose to meet needs in these areas in our local 
community is up to us, but it is important to note that each of these action 
campaigns has a dual purpose: shine a light on local needs in a specific 
area, and shine a light on the work of our local Lions Club.   
 

Each of us joined Lions to make a difference, so I am sure we all 
understand the importance of Lions service as a tool to meet the needs of 
our communities, but Lions service is also a tool to meet the needs of our 

local Lions Clubs.   
 

A  lighthouse is useful not simply because of its location, but also because 
of its visibility.  If its beacon cannot be seen by those who need it, its  
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Meet your New 1st Vice 
District Governor  

 

1st VDG Lana Wilson was introduced to the Lions 
Club when she was asked to be a signer for two deaf 
members of the Pierceton Lions Club.  She became a 
member in 1998.  1

st
 VDG Lana credits PDG Will 

Lawson for starting her on her current Lions path when 
he asked her to be a Zone Chairperson.  In addition to 
serving as Zone Chair (1998-2000 and 2008-2010), 1

st
 

VDG Lana was club president twice, District Activities 
Chairperson twice, and State Activities Chairperson 
from 2007 through 2009.  1

st
 VDG Lana is W. P. 

Woods Fellow, and a recipient of an International 
Presidentôs Certificate of Appreciation. 
 

1
st
 VDG Lana was born in Hicksville, Ohio and 

graduated from Hicksville High School in 1970. She has been an Indiana resident for the last 39 years 
and has ñenjoyed every minute of itò.   
 

1
st 

VDG Lana married husband Lion Ken on December 18, 1971 and they have two daughters.   Their 
daughter Karen and husband Walter Braunsdorf have four children and live in South Bend, IN.  Their 
daughter Cheryl and husband Robert Queen have two children with a third due in September and they 
live in California. 
 

1
st
 VDG Lana is a member of Pierceton United Methodist Church, the County Extension Homemakers 

Association, and in 2009 started a Coin Club in Pierceton that is still ñgoing strongò.  She is past 

spokesperson for the Indiana Organ Procurement Organization (IOPO).   

What is Banner Night?  
 

Banner Night is a night of celebration for 
everyone in the entire district.  It is a time to 
honor PDG Bill and Lion Jane, and thank them 
for their service of the past year.  It is a time to 
welcome DG Paul and Lion Rose.  It is a time 
for fun, fellowship and an all around good time.  
It is a time for all Lions to renew their  
enthusiasm and  recommit to our motto ð We 
Serve.  AND, this is one night that you will not  
be asked to work. 

Plan to attend Banner Night.  

Mail the Flyer found in this 

newsletter and your check to 

PDG Bob Myers.  

Lions:  A Beacon of Hope (continued from page 1) 
 
usefulness is limited.  Our Lions Club cannot be a 
beacon of hope in our community, if it cannot be seen by 
those who need our help, and by those who, like us, 
want to make a difference in our community. 
 
For the past year, I have been pushing the idea that if we 
make our Lions Club a visible and relevant force for 
good in our community, like-minded individuals will seek 
us out.  We have seen this work in our home club, where 
more than half of our recent new members came to us 
and said they wanted to be a part of what we are doing 
in our community.  We can focus on service and build 
membership at the same time. 
 
For the past year, I have been saying that I am fired up 
for Lionism, and after hearing Lion Sidôs message, I am 
even more enthusiastic.  I know that, working together, 
we can make a difference. 



Message from  
1st VDG Lana Wilson  

 
Wow!  What a trip!  Australia ï kangaroo, 
koala, and cassowary bird country.  There 
were so many sights to see, we could hardly 
take them all in.  From Cairns and the Great 
Barrier Reef, to the beautiful city of Sydney, 
with the famous Sydney Opera House and the 
Harbour Bridge, which the locals refer to as 
ñthe coat hangerò.  It was cold there; it is 
winter in the Southern Hemisphere, you know. 
 
After a few days of sight-seeing, it was on to  
the International Convention, which was an 
exciting experience for the Lions of Indiana. 
 
Indianaôs own Past International Director Lion 
Wayne Madden of Auburn was running for 2

nd
 

International Vice President, and his 
campaign was exciting.  When he was 
nominated, Lions from Indiana and 
surrounding states staged a demonstration to 
promote Lion Wayne.  The Mississippi Lions 
All-State Band led a mini-parade around the 
stadium floor, while the rest of the crowd was 
on their feet joining in.  When the election 
results were announced on Friday, we learned 
that Lion Wayne is our new 2nd International 
Vice President. 
 
16-year-old violinist Brian Allen of Bedford, 
Indiana won the $10,000 first prize in the 
Global Youth Music Competition.  He graced 
us with a piece which was beautiful.  He is a 
gifted young man who is going places. 
 
There was one more surprise coming 
Indianaôs way.  Our convention pin, with the 
kangaroo driving the Indy race car, won the 
International Convention pin contest.  The 
convention ended with Lion Paul and the 
other incoming District Governors taking the 
oath of office for the current Lions year. 
 
After a long ride home, it is very good to be 
back home again in Indiana and the good old 
U.S.A, and Iôm looking forward to a fun 
exciting year.  

Tips for Public Relations 
Chairpersons  

 
By PDG Jeri Seely 
 
Following are 10 Bôs that public relations 
chairpersons should follow for great news releases: 
 
 
 BE THE ONLY PERSON from your Lions 
      Club to contact the media. Two club     
      members calling the same newspaper 
      editor or radio or TV program director will  
      only cause confusion. 

BE QUICK after the club year starts to 
establish contacts with editors, reporters 
and radio and television stations you want 
to work with during the year. A personal 
contact will give you someone to send 
your news to and can give you the 
guidelines that should be followed. 

BE PROMPT in reporting news and meeting 
deadlines. 

BE LEGIBLE. Type your releases and correct 
your errors. Keep a copy in case you 
need to answer any questions. Do Not 
Send In Hand Written Copy. 

BE ACCURATE. Double-check everything 
before sending copy ð Names, dates, 
places, etc. 

BE BRIEF. Both newspaper space and 
airtime are costly. Most are willing to 
donate time and space to non-profit 
organizations but there is a limit. 

BE PROFESSIONAL. Invite the press to your 
important events but remember they 
should be your guests and should not be 
ask to buy tickets or pay admission. If itôs 
an important event set aside a special 
table for them. 

BE APPRECIATIVE. If the press gives you 
time/space for a big event there is nothing 
wrong with sending a thank you. 

BE BRAVE. Original ideas are a delight to 
media people as long as they are logical. 

BE BUSINESS-LIKE. Donôt try to obtain 
publicity through pressure. Donôt ask 
when the story will appear, and donôt ask 
for a free newspaper. 



Here we Grow Again  
 

During the month of June 7, clubs in our district added 10 new members.  We 
welcome these new Lions and commend their sponsors for inviting them to join the 
GREATEST SERVICE ORGANIZATION IN THE WORLD.  Sponsors, remember this 
is only the first step in your responsibility.  Please be sure to involve your new Lion in 
all club activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Claypool ð1 
   Member:  Nicholas Johnson 
   Sponsor:  Layne Warren 
    
Culver ð4 
   Member:  Emma Bjornstad 
   Sponsor:  Susan Elizondo 
 

   Member:  Russell Bjornstad 
   Sponsor:  Frank Elizondo Jr. 
 

   Member:  Robert Hoskins 
   Sponsor  James Bonine 
 

   Member:  Carol Saft 
   Sponsor:  Barbara Winters 
 

Denverð1 

   Member:  Kevin Hostetler 
 

Dunlapð1 
   Member:  Kathy Royer 
   Sponsor:  Sharon Bontrager 
 

Mishawaka ð1 
   Member:  Kirstin Rhinehart 
   Sponsor:  Jonathan Kintner 
 

North Webster ð1 
   Member:  Scott Fox 
   Sponsor:  Monty Lackey 
 

Peruð1 
   Member:  Truman Stevens, Jr. 
   Sponsor:  Daniel Wagner 

Completion of Service  
 

It is with heavy hearts that we report the death of two valued Lions during the month of June. 

Lion Don Reid  
 

June 11,1936 - June 21, 2010 
 

Lion Don was a life-long resident of Pierceton, 
who joined the Pierceton Lions Club in March 
1980.  Over the next 30 years, he served the club 
as Vice-President, President, and Secretary-
Treasurer, and participated in glaucoma 
screenings and Operation KidSight vision 
screenings.  In addition to his service at the club 
level, Lion Don served as a Zone Chairman, and 
was a Trustee for the Indiana Lions Speech and 
Hearing Project.  In recognition of his many years 
of service as a Zone Chairman, he was named 
Zone Chair Emeritus in 2008. Lion Don and his 
wife, Lion Bev, were married in 1958, and 
have two children and one grandson.  

Lion Stan Fox  
 

March 13, 1943  -  June 18, 2010 
 

Lion Stan and his wife Betty moved to Syracuse 
after he retired from GM, where he joined the 
Syracuse Lions Club in Sept. 2002.  In 2004, Lion 
Stan help introduce a new fundraiser to the club 
and it became a very successful tradition.  Lion 
Stan was about to begin his 5th year on the 
Board of Directors.  He served on the 
Scholarship and Budget Committees and 
sponsored two new members into the club, 
earning the Two Member Key from Lions Clubs 
International and was awarded the Gus Duchmig 
Memorial Golden Lion Award in 2009.  He will be 
greatly missed. 
 



Syracuse Celebrates 60th 
Anniversary  

Round Barn Festival Parade  
Rochester, IN  

Members of the Rochester Lions Club, joined by 
DG Paul and Lion Rose, pictured with their float 
at the Parade 

Five members of the Indiana Racing Lions team 
participated in the parade. 
 

DG Paul and 
Lion Rose were 
treated to a ride  
in a Brickyard 
400 Pace car for 
the parade 
 
 
 
 

 

Indiana Racing Lions Schedule 
 
The Indiana Racing Lions are  real crowd 
pleasers when they perform during parades.  
Come check them out! 
 
Aug. 7th  ð  Fulton Parade starts at 11:00am 
Aug. 7th, ð Pierceton Parade starts at 4:00pm 
Aug. 14th ð Bourbon Parade starts at 11:00am 
Aug. 28th ð Logansport Parade starts at 1:00pm 
Sept. 4th ð Monterey Parade starts at 6:00pm 
Sept. 6th ð Plymouth Parade starts at 9:30am 
Sept 18th ð Francesville 
Sept 25th ð Wanatha Parade starts at 11:00am 
Oct. 2nd ð Westville  


