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Summerôs Here and the Time Is Right 

By DG Paul Russell 

Itôs that time of year again é summertime 

é time for county fairs and community 

festivals, corn dogs and elephant ears, golf 

outings and youth baseball  é time for all 

the things that make Indiana a great place 

to be in the summertime.  And wherever you go in Indiana this 

summer, thereôs a good chance youôll find Lions Club members 

working to improve the quality of life for the residents of their 

community, the state of Indiana, and the world.  When you find a 

group of Lions selling pancakes, hot dogs, or corn on the cob, stop 

and support their efforts to make a difference in their community. 

Summertime is also a time of change, as we begin a new Lions year 

and new officers take the reins in local clubs and at the district level.  

As I take on the responsibilities of District Governor, my to-do list for 

the coming year includes these items:  

¶ Provide vision screenings for 2000 pre-school-age children in our 
district. 

¶ Provide dictionaries to 8000 third-graders in our district. 
¶ Start one new club. 
¶ Achieve a net increase in membership of 30 members. 
¶ Have 50% of the clubs represented at club officers training. 

I cannot achieve these goals on my own, but if we all work together, 

we can do all this and more. 

Over the past few weeks, Lion Rose and I have participated in Club 

Officers Training sessions at locations around the district, and have 

had the opportunity to meet the officers and members of several of 

our district clubs.  I am impressed and encouraged by the dedication 

and enthusiasm of the Lions who attended these sessions, and I am 

confident that, working together, we can make a difference in the 

communities where ñWe Serveò. 
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Meet your New District 
Governor  

 

District Governor Paul Russell joined the Lakeville 
Lions Club in 1998 and has served in several 
positions at the club and district level.  He is currently 
in his second term as a trustee for the Indiana Lions 
Cancer Control Fund, Inc. 
 

DG Paul is a W.P. Woods Fellow, a recipient of an 
International Presidentôs Commendation, and a 
recipient of the Club Presidentôs Diamond Award for 
membership growth. 

 
DG Paul is employed by the University of Notre Dame as a Senior Systems Administrator in the 
Universityôs Office of Information Technologies. 
 

DG Paul and Lion Rose have been married for 40 years, and have two sons.  Scott and his wife, Carol, 
live in South Bend, IN; Brian and his wife, Jenny, live in Knoxville, TN. 
 

DG Paul and Lion Rose are ñFired Up for Lionismò, and look forward to sharing their enthusiasm with 
Lions throughout the district. 
 
 

And Now For Something A Little Bit Different  
 

By DG Paul Russell 
 

The new Lions year is just beginning, and weôre already making changes.   
 

District newsletter: If youôre reading this message on your computer, you received this newsletter by 
email.  By using email as the primary mechanism for newsletter distribution, we can reduce our printing 
and postage costs, and expand the newsletter to include color photos of club and district activities, and 
regular features like óHere We Grow Againô.  Any Lion with an email address can sign up to receive the 
district newsletter by email.  If youôre on the district mailing list, but donôt have an email address, weôll 
send the newsletter to you by postal mail, but the photos will be in black-and-white, and we canôt send 
paper copies to anyone who would not normally receive the newsletter. 
 

Cabinet meetings: From time to time, I hear Lions comment that ñcabinet meetings are boringò.  I have 
been hearing these comments for several years, so this seems to be a reflection on the traditional format 
of the meetings, rather than the leadership style of individual district governors.  In an attempt make to 
cabinet meetings more interesting and meaningful, I will ask district committee chairmen and state 
project trustees to submit written reports to me one week prior to each cabinet meeting.  The reports will 
be consolidated in a handout which will be provided to each attendee.  The time normally allocated to 
routine committee and project reports will be used, instead, for special presentations by clubs, 
committees, and projects that have interesting stories to tell about unique or highly successful programs 
and projects.  If your club, committee, or state project has an interesting or unusual fund-raiser or service 
project, and you would like to share your experience with the rest of us, contact me to schedule your 
presentation. 
 

Let us know what you think of these changes.  If they work, weôll keep them for a while; if not, weôll try 
something different. 



Message from 1st VDG Lana Wilson  
 

Spring is here and that brings us to the start of a new Lions Year in July.  The new year is starting 
fast and it appears that it will be exciting, with lots of opportunities for learning about Lions.  The 
district and state conventions included break-out sessions with information about our state projects 
and ideas for club officers and members.  Topics ranged from how to run a meeting to fun and 
games for clubs.  

The Indiana Lions Leadership Seminar included training on a variety of topics, including how to 
handle conflict within a club or between individuals; how to use SMART (Specific, Measurable, 
Actionable, Realistic, Time-bound) goals to make plans, whether they are for a club project or a 
family dinner; and how to advertise community projects, whether it is selling calendars or planning a 
Christmas party for Santa and the children. 

Every spring, the district Leadership team offers Club Officers Training.  This is not just for club 
officers; it is for all members of a club.  A successful club is the responsibility of every member, not 
just the officers and directors.  If you know the inôs and outôs of club offices, you can help with the 
work load.  Committee chairpersons and project leaders also need your help, and not just as the 
work horses we all are as ñWe Serveò to get the work done. 

Zone Chair training is another opportunity to learn what clubs need, how to get them together to 
share ideas, and how to make district officers aware of clubsô wants and needs. 

Membership, retention, and extension are important to ensure that Lions Clubs are here to serve 
our communities for many years to come.  Every club needs a shot in the arm in the form of new 
members with new ideas and the willingness to give their all for the communities that ñWe 
Serveò.  Just ask someone to join the greatest service organization in the world. 

The Lions International Convention in Australia will start the 2010-2011 Lions Year.  There will be 
workshops, leadership training, break-out sessions, and opportunities to make new friends and 
renew old friendships. 

The USA/Canada Lions Leadership Forum will be held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin in September, with 
over 50 different classes and workshops to attend in a weekend. 
  
So this should get you ñFired Up for Lionismò as DG Paul Russell says.  If it does not, you need to 
go to some of these training sessions, and you will be ñFired Up for Lionismò, just as I am. 
  
We Serve Together 
Lion Lana Wilson 
1st. Vice District Governor    

Message from CST PDG Robert Myers  
 
The dues statements were sent out in June, if you have not received it  and have changed 
Secretaries, check with the previous secretary. If membership has changed please make 
adjustments when paying your dues. 



Here we Grow 
Again  

 

During the month of May, 6 
clubs in our district added 8 
new members.  We Welcome 
these new lions and commend 
their sponsors for inviting them 
to join the GREATEST 
SERVICE ORGANIZATION IN 
THE WORLD.  Sponsors, 
remember this is only the first 
step in your responsibility.  
Please be sure to involve your 
new lion in all club activities. 

 
Dunlap: 1  
   MemberðRichard Litwiller 
   SponsorðLarry Mast 
 
Elkhart: 1  
   Memberð Jeremy Geiger 
   SponsorðPaul Thomas Jr. 
 
Greene Twp.: 2  
   MemberðRuth Shearer 
    
   Member Ted John Veldman 
 
Lakeville:  1  
   MemberðVictor G. Fischer 
   SponsorðPDG David Court 
 
Lapaz: 1  
   MemberðJohn Beauchamp 
   SponsorðAlan Burch 
 
Rochester: 2  
   MemberðRobert Dishon 
   SponsorðDavid Miller 
 
   MemberðJoe McCarter 
   SponsorðPhil McCarter 

 
Culver Lions Club ðCorn Roast. 
Saturday, Jully 24, 2010 from  4:30ð7:30 
pm. 
Lakeville Lions Club ðFood booth at the 
St. Joseph County 4-H Fair.  July 2 - 10, 
2010. 
Lydick Lions Club ðFood booth at the 
St. Joseph County 4-H Fair.  July 2 - 10, 
2010. 
 

 
 
 

Announcemnts  
 
Clubs ð Please send announcements of 
your upcoming events to be included in 
the newsletter.  Itôs a free advertisement 
so take advantage of it!  Send your E-
mails to RoseWRussell@gmail.com 
(please specify in the subject line that its 
for the newsletter) or mail your 
announcements to Rose Russell, PO 
BOX 31, Lakeville, IN  46536 

Cabinet Meeting Advertisements  
 
In an effort to more effectively advertise 
your upcoming events, DG Paul suggests 
you provide flyers about the events for 
distribution at the cabinet meeting.  We 
will provide a table on which to display the 
flyers or you may put them by each plate. 
Lions who take flyers home are more 
likely to remember the information about 
the events and share this information with 
others. 



Indiana Lions State Convention  
     
The 2010 Indiana Lions State Convention was held at the Century Center in South Bend from 
April 23rd to April 25th.  The convention committee, ably chaired by PCC David Eisen and made 
up of Lions from across the District, is to be commended for an outstanding job.  The Convention 
was attended by 426 Lions from around the state.  

Lion Dave Grenert, President of the 
Lakeville Lions, greeted Lions and guests as 
they entered the Newton Center for dinner 
on Friday evening.  The dinner was 
attended by 165 Lions and guests. 

Lakeville Lions and friends manned  the 
hospitality suite shared by districts F & G. 
Pictured here (left  to  right)  are  Dee Milzarek, 
Pat Shafer, Do Foster, Lion Jim Foster and 
Lion Paul Shafer. 

Three District 25-G Lions were honored at 
the All-State Banquet on Saturday evening.  
PID Jim Cameron (left) and CST PDG Ann 
Haffner (center) received the International 
Presidentôs Medal (2nd highest LCI award).  
ZC Doris Yoder received  the Leadership 
Award (3rd highest LCI award). 

DG Bill Wallace shared responsibility for 
chairing convention sessions with Indianaôs 
other District Governors. 


